
 

 

Native Plant Sale Online Orders 
Bloom Boxes - $50 each 

Each box has 15 plants – 3 of each selection 
 

The Bee’s Knees Bloom Box 
Descriptions from the Missouri Botanical Gardens website (click the common name for full details) 

 
White wild indigo  Baptisia alba  
Baptisia alba commonly called white false indigo, is an upright perennial which typically grows 2-
3’ tall and occurs in dry woods from Tennessee and North Carolina to Florida. It features small, 
white, pea-like flowers (to 1/2” long) in erect racemes (to 12”) atop dark flower stems extending 
well above a foliage mound of clover-like, trifoliate, bluish-green leaves (leaflets to 2” long). 
Blooms in spring. Flowers give way to inflated seed pods (to 1 3/4” long) which turn brown to black 
when ripe and have considerable ornamental interest. Stems with seed pods are valued additions 
to dried flower arrangements 
 
Ohio horsemint  Blephilia ciliata 
Blephilia ciliata, commonly called Ohio horsemint, is a Missouri native perennial which occurs in 
dryish open woods and thickets, clearings, fields and roadsides in the eastern 2/3 of the State. A 
clump-forming, mint family member that features mostly unbranched, square stems which rise to 
30" tall. Blue-purple, two-lipped flowers appear in late spring to mid-summer in several tiered, 
whorled, globular clusters in an interrupted terminal spike, with each cluster being subtended by 
(resting upon) a whorl of fringed bracts. Similar in appearance to the closely related monardas. 
Lanceolate stem leaves are sessile, lightly-toothed, whitish-downy below and mildly fragrant when 
crushed. Leaves are usually considered to be lacking in the pungency and quality needed for use as 
a culinary herb. Small basal leaves and shoots remain green throughout the winter 
 
Broad leafed purple coneflower  Echinacea purpurea 
Echinacea purpurea, commonly called purple coneflower, is a coarse, rough-hairy, herbaceous 
perennial that is native to moist prairies, meadows and open woods of the central to southeastern 
United States (Ohio to Michigan to Iowa south to Louisiana and Georgia). It typically grows to 2-4' 
tall. Showy daisy-like purple coneflowers (to 5" diameter) bloom throughout summer atop stiff 
stems clad with coarse, ovate to broad-lanceolate, dark green leaves. Good fresh cut or dried 
flower. The dead flower stems will remain erect well into the winter, and if flower heads are not 
removed, the blackened cones may be visited by goldfinches or other birds that feed on the seeds. 
 
Riddell’s goldenrod  Solidago riddellii  
Solidago riddellii is a somewhat rare Missouri native goldenrod which occurs only in wet meadows 
in the Ozark region of the State. Features tiny, bright yellow flowers borne in dense, erect, flat-
topped, terminal, corombose inflorescences atop stiff, glabrous stems typically growing 3-4' tall. 
Flowers bloom late summer to early autumn. Narrow, lance-shaped, linear leaves. Goldenrods 
have been wrongly accused of causing hay fever which is actually an allergic reaction to wind-borne 
pollen from other plants such as ragweed. Attractive to bees and butterflies. 
 
Black eyed Susan  Ruudbeckia hirta, 
Ruudbeckia hirta, commonly called black-eyed Susan, is a common Missouri native wildflower 
which typically occurs in open woods, prairies, fields, roadsides and waste areas throughout the 
State. It is a coarse, hairy, somewhat weedy plant that features daisy-like flowers (to 3” across)  
with bright yellow to orange-yellow rays and domed, dark chocolate-brown center disks. Blooms 
throughout the summer atop stiff, leafy, upright stems growing 1-3’ tall. Rough, hairy, lance-
shaped leaves (3-7” long). Plants of this species are sometimes commonly called gloriosa daisy, 
particularly the larger-flowered cultivars in shades of red, yellow, bronze, orange and bicolors. 
  


