
 

 

Native Plant Sale Online Orders 

Bloom Boxes - $50 each 
Each box has 15 plants – 3 of each selection 

Metamorphosis Bloom Box 
Descriptions from the Missouri Botanical Gardens website (click the common name for full details) 

 
 

Butterfly milkweed Asclepias tuberosa 
Occurs in dry/rocky open woods, glades, prairies and fields. It typically grows in a clump to 

1-3' tall and features clusters of bright orange to yellow-orange flowers atop upright to 
reclining, hairy stems with narrow, lance-shaped leaves. Flowers give way to prominent, 
spindle-shaped seed pods (3-6" long) which split open when ripe releasing numerous silky-

tailed seeds for dispersal by the wind. Seed pods are valued in dried flower arrangements. 
Long bloom period from late spring throughout the summer. Flowers are a nectar source for 
many butterflies and leaves are a food source for monarch butterfly larvae (caterpillars). 
 

Prairie milkweed Asclepias sullivanti 
Prairie milkweed, is a rough, weedy perennial which is very similar to common milkweed 
(Asclepias syriaca). It typically grows 2-4' tall on stout, upright stems with broad-oblong, 

medium green leaves with pinkish-red midribs. Rounded clusters of pinkish-white to 
pinkish-purple, star-like flowers appear mostly in the upper leaf axils over a long bloom 
period from late spring well into summer. Flowers give way to smooth seed pods which split 
open when ripe releasing their numerous silky-tailed seeds for dispersal by the wind. Seed 

pods are valued in dried flower arrangements. Flowers are a nectar source for many 
butterflies and leaves are a food source for monarch butterfly larvae (caterpillars). 
 

Rough blazing star Liatris aspera 
Liatris aspera is an upright, clump-forming, Missouri native perennial which typically grows 
2-3' tall (less frequently to 5') and which commonly occurs in dryish soils on prairies, open 
woods, glades and meadows. Features rounded, fluffy, deep rose-purple flower heads which 

are crowded into long, terminal flower spikes atop erect, rigid, leafy flower stalks. Stalks arise 
from basal tufts of rough, very narrow, lance-shaped leaves. Flowers open somewhat at the 
same time, which makes this species a particularly good fresh cut flower for floral 

arrangements. Blooms later (late summer to fall) than most other Liatris species.  
 

Broad-leafed purple coneflower Echinacea purpurea 
A coarse, rough-hairy, herbaceous perennial that is native to moist prairies, meadows and 

open woods of the central to southeastern United States. It typically grows to 2-4' tall. Showy 

daisy-like purple coneflowers (to 5" diameter) bloom throughout summer atop stiff stems clad 
with coarse, ovate to broad-lanceolate, dark green leaves. Good fresh cut or dried flower. The 
dead flower stems will remain erect well into the winter, and if flower heads are not removed, 

the blackened cones may be visited by goldfinches or other birds that feed on the seeds. 
 

Golden alexander Zizia aurea 
Golden Alexander occurs most often in small colonies in moist woods and meadows, thickets, 
glades and prairies. Features flat-topped clusters (cof tiny yellow flowers in late spring atop 
stems growing to 3' tall. Distinguished from other carrot family members by the absence of a 
flower stalk on the central flower of each umbel. Golden Alexander is a food plant for the 

larvae of the Missouri woodland swallowtail butterfly. 


