
 

 

Native Plant Sale Online Orders 

Bloom Boxes - $50 each 
Each box has 15 plants – 3 of each selection 

 

Humdinger Bloom Box 
Descriptions from the Missouri Botanical Gardens website (click the common name for full details) 

 
Whorled milkweed 

Asclepias verticillate 
Asclepias verticillata is an upright perennial that typically grows to 2.5’ tall on simple, usually 
unbranched stems clad with long, narrow, sessile, needle-like, linear leaves (each 2-3” long) 

with revolute margins arranged in whorls of 3 to 6 at each node along the length of the stems. 

Stems ooze a milky sap when cut or broken. Flowers bloom in small clusters (umbellate 
cymes of 3-20 flowers) in the upper leaf axils and stem ends between June and September. 
Flowers are fragrant. Flowers give way to smooth, narrow seed pods (to 3” long) which split 

open when ripe releasing numerous silky-tailed seeds for dispersal by the wind. 
 

Rough blazing star Liatris aspera 
Liatris aspera is an upright, clump-forming, Missouri native perennial which typically grows 

2-3' tall (less frequently to 5') and which commonly occurs in dryish soils on prairies, open 
woods, glades and meadows. Features rounded, fluffy, deep rose-purple flower heads (each 
3/4" across) which are crowded into long, terminal flower spikes atop erect, rigid, leafy 

flower stalks. Stalks arise from basal tufts of rough, very narrow, lance-shaped leaves (to 12" 
long). Flowers open somewhat at the same time, which makes this species a particularly good 
fresh cut flower for floral arrangements. Blooms later (late summer to fall) than most 

other Liatris species.  
 

Winged loosestrife Lythrum alatum 
Found in all but about 15 states, this plant is versatile and will grow in fields, wet meadows, 

ditches, roadsides, pond edges, streams and garden settings.  Blooms are pink or lavender in 
color and flower from May to September.  Requires medium moisture and lots of sun.  Can 
grow in heavy clay sandy loam or average garden soils. 

 

Sand prairie phlox Phlox pilosa 
Phlox Pilosa is typically found in rocky or dry open woods, valleys, thickets, meadows, 
prairies and glades throughout most of Missouri. This is an upright perennial that grows in a 

clump to 12-16" (less frequently to 24") tall on stiff stems clad with opposite, widely-spaced, 
sharp pointed, linear to linear-lanceolate, stalkless, deep green leaves (each to 4" long and 

3/4" wide) with prominent central veins. Fragrant, tubular, pink to pale purple flowers (to 
3/4” diameter) are loosely packed in rounded terminal clusters (cymes). Flowers bloom from 

May to July with a possible sparse rebloom in fall. Butterflies love the flowers. 
 

Prairie obedient plant Physostegia virginiana 
A rhizomatous perennial that is native to North America. Tubular, two-lipped, snapdragon-
like, pink to pale lilac flowers in upright spikes (each to 12-18”) bloom throughout summer 
(late June-September) atop square stems rising to 2-4’ tall. Flowers bloom bottom to top on 
each spike, with each flower being subtended by a small leaf-like bract.). Species plants are 

noted for being aggressive spreaders in the landscape by both rhizomes and self-seeding. 


